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The Foundation is pleased to announce that the following research projects will be funded in 2026.

Early Career Innovation Seeding Grants

Investigator Department

Project Title Amount

Dr Pavitha Parathan Mucosal Immunology

Repurposing Existing Anti-Migraine $20,000.00

and Cancer Therapies to Reduce Colorectal and
Laboratory, ONJ Gastric Cancer Growth
Dr David Vaughan Epilepsy Imaging, Super-resolution MRI for Epilepsy: A $20,000.00
Austin Health New Way to Reveal Hidden Brain
Lesions
Project Grants
Investigator Department Project Title Amount

Dr Andrew Guirguis Haematology, Austin

Stopping blood cancer before it starts $29,347.00

Health

A/Prof Peter Mount  Nephrology, Austin Energy metabolism and obesity related  $27,900.00
Health kidney disease

Dr James Theuerle Cardiology, Austin Health  An Eye Test for Cardiometabolic Health  $19,975.00

Dr Sheila Patel Medicine, University of Solving the problem of heart failure $30,000.00
Melbourne

Dr Sagun Parakh Medical Oncology, Austin  Personalising treatment for Early-Stage  $26,390.00
Health Lung Cancer

A/Prof Adam Testro  Liver Transplant Unit, Human DCD intestine perfusion $28,092.00
Austin Health

Dr Teresa Sadras Cancer Medicine, ONJ Overcoming Targeted Treatment $30,000.00

Resistance in Leukemia

Dr Shiyao Li Nanomedicine and Gene A new RNA therapy for hard-to-treat $27,000.00
Therapeutics Lab, ONJ bowel cancer

Dr Julien Schulberg Gastroenterology, Austin ~ Water ingestion for improving bowel $25,160.00
Health ultrasound imaging

Dr Quentin Gouil Health and Epigenomics Building long-lasting immune cells for $30,000.00
Across Life (HEAL), ONJ leukaemia treatment

Dr Zhipeng Cao Tumour Targeting New targeted immunotherapy to treat $27,158.00

Laboratory, ONJ

cancer

A/Prof Paul Yates Geriatric Medicine,
Continuing Care Division,
Austin Health

Developing automated tests for muscle  $29,868.48
loss in people with memory and thinking
problems

Dr Chamikara Cancer Biology and
Liyanage Therapy, ONJ

Boosting the immune system to fight $29,900.00
breast cancer effectively

Total amount awarded

$400,790.48




